WORK IN THE GREAT STATE

thing as an ample supply of clothing a matter to be
resigned to haphazard effort, conducted by unor-
ganised and incompletely informed individuals work-
ing in opposition to each other for private gain, the
masses of people will remain ill-clad. That is as
true as what Machiavelli long ago wrote as to the
impossibility of conducting successful national mili-
tary operations by purchasing the services of con-
dottieri. No nation will ever be well housed, well
clothed, well fed, and well cultured while it is
content to cherish industrial condottieri. Not un-
til the soldier of fortune is as much an anachronism
in the industrial as in the military world will there
be an output of commodities of such dimensions as
to abolish material poverty, and of such rapidity
and ease of production as to abolish the distinction
between classes by creating a universal leisure won
through the ordered scientific use of economic
appliances,

Is this to envisage as a worthy ideal a Great
State running as a Great Machine, the well-oiled
wheels of which are the lives and labours of drilled
and enslaved citizens? Does the reign of Order
necessarily mean the loss of liberty, of individuality,
of personal choice, of captaincy of one's own soul?

The answer to these questions will appear to those
who consider carefully the considerations which
have been advanced in these pages. Production
has become so simple that, if a people will but
consent to organise for the production necessary to
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